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Open discussion needs to be open  
BY DARRELL COLE  
The Amherst Daily News 
 

AMHERST - Cumberland Wilderness wants an open discussion on the future of the Chignecto Game 
Sanctuary, one that involves all the stakeholders including those on both sides of the debate. 
Responding to comments by Cumberland South MLA Murray Scott earlier this week about a plan 
brought forward earlier this year by the Natural Resources Department, group spokesperson Harry 
Thurston said that proposal was neither open nor transparent. 
“The problem with the DNR plan was that it was neither transparent nor fully consultative,” Thurston 
said. “In fact it was developed without any input from the local or provincial environmental community, 
Cumberland Wilderness being one of the principle stakeholders.” 
The proposal also left out government experts responsible for designing protected areas and as a 
result the department’s proposal “not only failed the test of transparency, it lacked scientific credibility.” 
In his request for an update, Scott said the government needs to engage the public in a transparent 
and fair consultation process, saying that a DNR proposal to protect 20,000 acres of the 55,000-acre 
reserve was developed through a stakeholder consultation. 
He said it’s important that the sanctuary remain accessible for use by area residents, such as allowing 
off-highway vehicles on designated trails and to allow for continued use of private land. 
Thurston said his group is in complete agreement that designated trails be preserved and is in favour 
of separating private lands from the boundaries of the protected area. 
“We have stated clearly and repeatedly that we support the connection of all communities surrounding 
the sanctuary with a designated trail system,” he said, adding his group has met and will continue to 
meet with government officials, off-highway vehicle organizations and hunting and fishing groups 
about the merits of added protection for the sanctuary. 
Environment Department spokesperson Bruce Nunn said government is continuing to review the 
sanctuary’s status along with other protected spaces in Nova Scotia with the aim of protecting 12 per 
cent of the province’s land mass by 2015. 
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“These lands could possibly contribute to that,” Nunn said. “We are evaluating Crown lands as part of 
a broader planning process to meet that goal. We are aware that there has been a lot of discussion in 
the communities about establishing a new wilderness area and how that can affect how the existing 
area is used. Any discussion on a wilderness area will have to consider all those affected groups.” 
Nunn said there would be public consultations if the province opted to move towards designating the 
sanctuary as a wilderness area. 
 
dcole@amherstdaily.com
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Recent local news: 
 

●     Charity tournaments cancelled because of increasing fees 5  17/08/09 10:47 PM 

●     Experiencing the community   17/08/09 10:47 PM 

●     Heart attack victim continues to recover 3  17/08/09 10:47 PM 

●     Implementation ongoing 2  17/08/09 10:47 PM 

●     Public dig program wraps up at Beaubassin site   17/08/09 10:47 PM 

●     Bucking the trend 1  16/08/09 10:29 PM 

●     Bystanders revive heart attack victim with CPR 3  16/08/09 10:29 PM 

●     Speed and illegal smokes lead to charges 16/08/09 10:29 PM 

●     Still no word on EA cuts   16/08/09 10:29 PM 

●     Farmer airlifted to hospital after getting caught in hay baler 13/08/09 10:38 PM 

●     Food bank needs assistance 9  13/08/09 10:38 PM 

●     Intersection under review 20  13/08/09 10:38 PM 

●     Isthmus part of proposed study   13/08/09 10:38 PM 

●     Let the music play 5  13/08/09 10:38 PM 

●     Scott still waiting to meet   13/08/09 10:38 PM 
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http://www.novanewsnow.com/rubrique-720-County-of-Digby.html
http://www.novanewsnow.com/rubrique-722-County-of-Shelburne.html
http://www.citizenweekly.com/
http://www.novascotiabusinessjournal.com/
http://www.burnsidenews.com/
http://www.atlanticfarmfocus.ca/
http://www.springhillrecord.com/
http://www.halifaxnewsnet.ca/index.cfm?main=ongoingCoverage&ocid=51
http://www.halifaxnewsnet.ca/index.cfm?main=ongoingCoverage&ocid=51
http://www.halifaxnewsnet.ca/index.cfm?main=ongoingCoverage&ocid=52
http://www.halifaxnewsnet.ca/index.cfm?main=ongoingCoverage&ocid=53
http://www.halifaxnewsnet.ca/
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New Brunswick: Sackville Tribune Post; ENBusiness. 
Newfoundland & Labrador:The Charter; The Southern Gazette; The Compass; The Labradorian; The Aurora; The Beacon; The Pilot; The Packet; The Gulf News; The 

Coaster; The Georgian; The Nor’wester; The Advertiser; The Northern Pen. 
Saskatchewan:Southwest Booster; SaskNewsNow; Coronach Triangle News; Grenfell Sun/Broadview Express; Oxbow Herald; Radville/Deep South Star. 
Consumer Magazines: 
Canadian Living; Elle Canada; Homemakers; More; Good Times; Canadian Gardening; Canadian Home & Country; Style at Home; Western Living; Ottawa at Home; 
Vancouver Magazine; Canadian Home Workshop; TV Guide; The Hockey News; Outdoor Canada;  Mochasofa;  Occasions Magazine;  Golf Ontario Style;  Golf East;  Group 

Travel Planner. 
Services: 
Weblocal; Merkado
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http://www.sackvilletribunepost.com/
http://www.enbusiness.ca/
http://www.thecharter.ca/
http://www.southerngazette.ca/
http://www.cbncompass.ca/
http://www.thelabradorian.ca/
http://www.theaurora.ca/
http://www.ganderbeacon.ca/
http://www.lportepilot.ca/
http://www.thepacket.ca/
http://www.gulfnews.ca/
http://www.thecoaster.ca/
http://www.thecoaster.ca/
http://www.thegeorgian.ca/
http://www.thenorwester.ca/
http://www.gfwadvertiser.ca/
http://www.northernpen.ca/
http://www.swbooster.com/
http://www.sasknewsnow.com/
http://www.sasknewsnow.com/index.cfm?sc=429
http://www.sasknewsnow.com/index.cfm?sc=427
http://www.sasknewsnow.com/index.cfm?sc=430
http://www.sasknewsnow.com/index.cfm?sc=428
http://www.canadianliving.com/
http://www.ellecanada.com/
http://www.homemakers.com/
http://www.more.ca/
http://www.goodtimes.ca/
http://www.canadiangardening.com/home.shtml
http://www.canadianhomeandcountry.com/index.shtml
http://www.styleathome.com/
http://www.westernlivingmagazine.com/
http://www.ottawabusinessjournal.com/
http://www.vanmag.com/
http://www.canadianhomeworkshop.com/
http://www.tvguide.ca/
http://www.thehockeynews.com/
http://www.outdoorcanada.ca/home.shtml
http://www.mochasofa.ca/
http://www.occasionsmagazine.ca/
http://www.golfontariostyle.com/
http://www.golfeast.ca/
http://www.grouptravelplanner.net/
http://www.grouptravelplanner.net/
http://www.weblocal.ca/
http://www.merkado.ca/en
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